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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus for sending and 
receiving an information signal to and from an electronic apparatus, comprising; 

confrol-iiifonnation acquiring means for acquiring, from said electronic apparatus, 
control information used "for writing ef -and r eading product history information which includes 
at least one of purchase information and repair information concerning said electronic apparatus; 

control-information identification/storage means for identifying the control information 
acquired by said control-information acquiring means and for storing the acquired control 
: : • 1 * : i^nkMon^ I -T • ■ ™ ■ ■' " I ■: :: r .t r .■>■■ 

product-history updating means for updating the product history information stored in 
said electronic apparatus, based on the control information stojed in said control-information 
identification/storage means. ' 

Claiin 2 (original) : An information processing apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the information signal is sent and received via a network system. ; 

Claim 3 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
said network system comprises an IEEE-1394 serial bus. j 

Claim 4 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, ftirther 
comprising product-history storage means, wherein the product history information is read from 
said electronic apparatus based on the control information stored in said control-information 
idOTtificatip^stprage means, and is stored in said product-history storage means- 
Claim 5 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 4, further 
comprising: 
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apparatus-identification-number reading means for reading an apparatus identification 
number of said electronic apparatus from said electronic apparatu s; and 

central storage means for centrally storing the product history information stored in said 
product-history storage means together with the apparatus identification number of said 
electronic i^aratus into an external elwtromc apparatus. 

Claim" 6 (brigiiial): An ^iriicnination processing apparatus according" to claim 5, further 
comprising product-history reading means for reading the prodEuct history information of said 
electronic apparatus from the product history information stored in said external electronic 
apparatus by said central storage means based on the apparatus identification number of said 
electronic apparatus. 

Claim 7 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the product history information is read from said electronic apparatus based on the control 
information, and said product history updating means comprises product-history display means 
for displaying the product history information- 
Claim 8 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 7, wherein 
said product history updating means comprises product-history input means for inputting new 
product history information concerning said electronic apparatus from an external source based 
on the product history information displayed by said producf-histiiry display means. ' 

Claim 9 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said control-information acquiring means acquires the control information from said electronic 
apparatus when a communication connection with said electronic apparatus is established 

Citoiro 10 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising pumh^e-infoimation determining means for determining whether the purchase 
information has already been written into said electronic apparatus, 
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wherein said product-history updating means does not write new purchase information 
into said electronic apparatus when said purchase-information determining means determines 
that the purcl^e iirf^^ 

Claim 1 1 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said product-history updating means does not overwrite the repair information cmceming said 
electronic apparatus. 

Claim 12 (original): An information processing apparatus iaccordihg to claim 1, wherein 
the purchase information comprises at least one of the date on which said electronic apparatus 
was purchased, the name, the address, and the telephone number of a store at which said 
electronic apparatus was purchased, and a digital signature of the store. 

Claim 13 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the repair information comprises at least one of the date on which said electronic apparatus was 
r^aired, the item and the type of repair, a contact number, the name of a repair company, and 

Claim 14 (currently amended): An information processing method for use in an 
information processing apparatus for sending and receiving an information signal to and from an 
electronic apparatus, said information processing method comprising: 

a control-information acquiring step of acquiring, from said electronic apparatus, control 
in&OTaation used for writing of-and_reading product history information which includes at least 
one of purchase information and repair information concerning said electronic apparatus; 

a control-information identification/storage step of identifying the control information 
acquired in said control-information acquiring step and of storing the acquired control 
information therein; and 

a product-histctty updating step of updating the product history information stored in said 
electronic apparatus based on the control information stored in said wntrol-infoimation 
identification/storage step. - 
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* Claim IS (currently amended): A recording medium for storing a computer-readable 
program which controls an information processing apparatus for sending and receiving an 
infonnation signal to and from an electronic apparatus, said computer-readable program 
comprising: 

a control-information acquiring step of acquiring, from said electronic apparatus, control 
information used for writing eg -and r eading product history infonnation which includes at least 
one of purchase information and repair information concerning said electronic apparatus; 

a control-information identification/storage step of identifying the control information 
acquired in said control-information acquiring step and of storing the acquired control 
iijd^ : ; . ■ \* -: rr';: ;■•??.•■••-■- 

a product-history updating step of updating the product history information stored in said 
electronic apparatus based on the control information stored in said control-information 
identification/storage step. 

Claim 16 (qnrently amended): An information processing apparatus for sending and 
receiving an information signal to and from an external information processing apparatus, said 
information processing apparatus comprising: 

conbrol-infonnation storage means for storing control information used for writing o ^and 
reading product iristqry information which includes at least one of purchase information and 
repair infonnation concerning said information processing apparatus; 

product-history storage means for storing the product history information to be updated 
by an instruction from said external infonnation processing apparatus; and 

control-information sending means for sending the control information stored in said 
control-information storage means to said external infonnation processing apparatus in response 
to a request from said external information processing apparatus. 



Claim 17 (original): An infonnation processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the control signal is s^t and Reived viai a network sy^ 
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Claim 18 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
said network system cominises sraalb 

Claim 19 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 16, further 
comprising apparatus-identification-number storage means for storing an apparatus identification 
number of said information processing apparatus, 

wherein, in response to an instruction from said external information processing 
apparatus, the. apparatus identification number is read from said apparatus-identification-number 
storage means, and the product history infonnation is read from said product-history storage 
means. 

Claim 20 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 16, further 
comprising product-history display means for displaying the product history information stored 
in said prpdu(^-Hstory storage means. ' 

Claim 21 (original): An infonnation processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
said control-information sending means sends the control ' infonnation to said external 
infonnatipn processing apparatus when a communication connection with said external 
information processing apparatus is established. 

Claim 22 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the purchase information comprises at least one of the date on which said information processing 
apparatus was purchased, the name, the address, and the telephone number of a store at which 
said information processing apparatus was purchased, and a digital signature of the store. 

Claim 23 (original): An information processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the repair information comprises at least one of the date on which said information processing 
apparatus was repaired, the item and the type of repair, a contact number, the name of a repair 
company, and inform^bn concerning a 
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Claim 24 (currently amended): An information processing method for use in an 
information processing apparatus for sending and receiving an information signal to and from an 
external information processing apparatus, said information processing method comprising: 

a control-information storage step of storing control infbimation used for writing er -and 
reading product history information which includes at least one of purchase information and 
repair information concerning said information processing apparatus; 

a product-history storage step of storing the product history information to be updated by 
an instruction from said external information processing apparatus; and 

a TOntrol-information sending step of sending the control information stored in said 
control-information storage step to said external information processing apparatus in response to 
a request from said external information processing apparatus. 

Claim" 25 (cxnrently amended):" A recording medium for storing a coriiimter-readable 
program which controls an information processing apparatus; for sending and receiving an 
information signal to and from an external information processing apparatus, said computer- 
readable progt^tn comprising: 

a control-information storage step of storing control information used for writing er-and 
reading product history information which includes at least one of purchase information and 
repair information concerning said information processing apparatus; 

a product-history storage step of storing the product history information to be updated by 
an instruction from said external information processing apparatus; and 

a, control-information sending step of sending the control information stored in said 
control-Monnation storage step to said external information processing apparatus in response to 
a ^«quest from said external infotm^on processing apparatus. 
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